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Signs and Maps Guide the Way to LPS Nature Preserves
SIGNS
One of our priorities for the last two
years has been to improve signage on
the eleven walkable LPS nature
preserves. Last fall, Ray Mathieu
responded to our call for volunteers
to help with wooden signs and kiosks.
He has made and installed impressive
new signs on three of our preserves:
one for the Canoe River Lands on
Red Mill Rd., another for Blueberry
Knoll on Stanley Rd. and a third at
the Crane Farm Preserve. on the
opposite side of the river from our
already signed parking area.
Ray Mathieu installed new signs at
three LPS preserves in April with the
help of Kyle Gustafson, LPS board
member.

MAPS
A necessary component of land trust management is the creation
of trail maps. LPS protects 1053 acres in Norton including eleven
preserves needing user-friendly trail guides. We are currently
developing a strategy for generating LPS maps that are:
1. Available both as hard copy and online;
2. Easily maintained and updated by LPS members;
3. Comprehensive, in terms of the ecological as well as
geographic information; and
4. Consistent (i.e., all maps adhere to the same design
principles.)
Xinyi Liu and Lauren Polansky, interns from Wheaton College
and Eastern Connecticut University respectively, in collaboaration
with Jenni Lund of Wheaton, have been working on this project
with emphasis on new digital maps focussing first on the
Woodward Forest. A presentation showing their work is planned
for the Annual Joint Meeting of the Norton Historical Society
and LPS on Sunday May 21 at 2 p.m.

Join us for the LPS and
Norton Historical Society
Annual Joint Meeting
on Sunday, May 21, 2017
at 2 p.m.
Topic: LPS Mapping Project

Norton Historical Society,
18 West Main St., Norton
All are welcome! Refreshments, too.
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LPS 2017 Outstanding Achievement Award
Each year the Land Preservation Society presents the LPS Outstanding Achievment
Award to an individual or individuals for their work to preserve ecosystems in Norton.
We are very pleased to announce that the 2017 Award is presented to Barbara Foster.
In 2016, Ms. Foster generously donated nearly eight acres of land across from the old mill pond on the L.A. Foster Preserve on
Taunton Ave. This gift is adjacent to land donated by her mother, Marjorie Foster in 1992. The preserve now totals 55 acres and
follows the Wading River on both sides of Taunton Ave. Many thanks to Ms. Foster for her continued support of LPS and its
conservation efforts. Future plans include connecting trails on the Foster Preserve with the trails in the Woodward Forest to

the east and town-owned land to the west.

27th Massachusetts
Land Conservation Conference
The goal of the Massachusetts Land Trust coalition is “to
provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and
information and to increase the effectiveness of
Massachusetts land trusts”. The primary venue for this
forum is their annual Mass. Land Conservation
Conference, held this year at the Worcester Technical
H.S. 600 attendees chose from a rich and diverse
program of 36 workshops that addressed the gamut of
concerns for land trusts such as ours, as can be seen
from a sampling of topics: Increasing Forest Resiliency;
Land Stewardship for Climate Change; Accounting &
Financial Reporting for MA Land Trusts; and Developing
a Trail Guide to Promote Conserved Lands. And as a
bonus the renowned biologist E.O. Wilson gave the
Keynote Address—a warning of the dire state of the
biodiversity of our planet.
Beyond the specifics of the workshops and other
activities was a universal concern for the state of
Massachusetts (and beyond) with respect to the erosion
of habitat, decrease in biodiversity, resilience & wildlife
connectivity, and development at the cost of habitat.
And looming above all this at the conference--the
elephant in the tent--were the threats from climate
change and anti-environmental government policies in
the making.
I was impressed by the conference and strongly
recommend that LPS (which is a Supporting Member)
attend as a group in the future. I was also delighted to
note that the LPS, despite our small size in terms of
personnel and lack of salaried staff, compares favorably
to larger land trusts that typically represent about 30
communities.
~Daniel J. Murray

Attention: Online Shoppers!
Support LPS by shopping at smile.amazon.com and
choosing Land Preservation of Norton as your charitable
organization. See our website for more information.

The Wheaton College Give & Go Yardsale
a major fundraiser for LPS
Plan to stop by the Clark Recreation Center at Wheaton
College on Thursday, May 25 for the annual Give & Go
Yardsale. It is a large indoor yard sale intended to
recycle donated items into much-needed funding for
local community partners, including the LPS of Norton.
You may also donate items to the sale. Donations of
clean and gently used items will also be accepted on
May 22-23 in the afternoon at Clark Recreation Center.
Furniture, sports equipment, camping supplies, small
appliances and storage containers are particularly
helpful.
The sale runs all day May 25th from 9 am-8 pm. The
Clark Recreation Center is located behind the Wheaton
College Amen Nursery School, near the Wheaton
baseball field. There is plenty of parking in the area.
Please Note: if you would like to help LPS at this
event, email us: LPSofNorton@Comcast.net or call
Kathy at 508-904-1147.
Note: Dan Murray recommends:
Conference material which is available at:
Massachusetts Land Conservation Conference web page:
www.massland.org/conference
Workshop Materials:
www.massland.org/2017ConfMaterials
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Butterfly Bush – Friend or Foe?
One of the great joys of summer is watching butterflies
flit from flower to flower, drinking nectar. Butterflies
are the adult stage in a complex life cycle with four
stages: egg, caterpillar, pupa, adult. The role of the
male butterfly is to find and mate with a female
butterfly who then lays eggs. Butterfly eggs must be
laid on particular plants called host plants, which
provide food for the caterpillar when it hatches.
While enjoying the dance of the butterflies as they
feed, the importance of the host plants cannot be
ignored. The caterpillar stage is the major eating stage
in the life cycle. The caterpillar grows and molts and
grows and molts, and finally forms a chrysalis or pupa.
The adult butterfly emerges from the pupa – a
complete metamorphosis from the caterpillar to the
adult form. The female butterfly then spends about
half her time searching for host plants for her eggs.
Where does the Butterfly Bush come into the story?
The Butterfly Bush, Buddleja davidii, not to be
confused with Butterfly Weed, Asclepias tuberosa,
which is a species of milkweed native to eastern North
America, is a beautiful hardy invasive plant native to
China. Folks like to plant it in their gardens to attract
butterflies. It has a long blooming cycle and abundant
flowers. It would seem that this is a way to help
butterflies to survive. So, what is the controversy?
The first thing to think about is not so much how many
butterflies are attracted to the plant, but are any
butterfly caterpillars using it as a host? Are there
other insects drinking the nectar? You will find that it
is a poor host for butterfly caterpillars and very few
other insects use this plant.

Linda S. Kollett
If butterfly caterpillars do not use the Butterfly Bush as
a host, and the bush becomes invasive, choking out
native host plants, the adult butterfly population
declines. No caterpillars, no adults. In addition, the
birds who depend on caterpillars for food will leave
the area. As one example, chickadees require
thousands of caterpillars over the 16 days they feed
their young. No caterpillars, no chickadees. Planting
this non-native plant can lead to population collapses.
The interactions in nature are complex and it is always
important to look at the big picture. Planting nonnative plants does not contribute to the overall health
of the ecosystem, but native plants will both attract
butterflies and provide a food source for caterpillars. It
might require planting several different types of plants
in your garden to sustain blooms all season, but the
rewards include plenty of butterflies and a contribution
to a healthier ecosystem.
The National Wildlife Federation’s site, Garden for
Wildlife, provides excellent recommendations for
native plants, and a link to the Lady Bird Johnson
Wildflower center provides information about native
plants by region and by state.
National Wildlife Federation:
http://www.nwf.org/Garden-For-Wildlife/Wildlife/
Attracting-Butterflies.aspx
Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center:
http://www.wildflower.org/collections/
It may be hard to resist Butterfly Bush, but once the
consequences are known it becomes imperative to
find substitutes. Remember:
“There is no planet B”

NOTE: Former LPS Board members and LPS 2015 Outstanding Achievement Award
Winners, Diane and Jon Rowe, recommend an excellent book about the true impact of
invasive plants in our own yards. Douglas W. Tallamy's book Bringing Nature Home:
How You Can Sustain Wildlife with Native Plants, Updated and Expanded, 2009,
provides a wealth of information, photos and practical steps using native plants that
will help you to make your yard attractive to native animals and human neighbors.
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Why I Joined LPS
For some, the fascination is with Norton’s history; for
others, there is the dedication to saving Norton land
as public space; and there are those for whom the
ecology of aquifers and the preservation of the
diversity of species are of paramount importance. But
for me, the Norton Land Preservation Society offers an
opportunity for clearing brush and blazing trails.
Meeting on a Saturday morning with like-minded,
friendly colleagues with loppers and saws to keep old
paths clear and to set new ones straight, to push into
the undergrowth and come out the other side, maybe
to stand where no one has stood before and imagine
myself as a link in a chain of Norton citizens,
building a web of paths that will stretch for miles—it’s
a wonderful feeling, a valuable commitment, and I
encourage you all to come and experience it for
yourselves.
~Joel C. Relihan
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Membership and Dues Information
LPS is a registered 501(c)(3) exempt non-profit organization. Dues and
other donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
If you haven’t already filled out this form, please do so now and return
it so that we can update our records.
Note: We now accept dues payments and donations via PayPal, at our
web site www.nortonlandpreservation.org.
If you decide to use that payment method, we would appreciate your
filling out the form below and mailing it to us so that we may update
our records. We will acknowledge donations by letter.
Name:
___________________________________________
Address:
___________________________________________
Tel:
___________________________________________
Email:
___________________________________________
I prefer to receive the newsletter by email: ___Yes ___No

Please check all that apply:

ATTENTION: LPS MEMBERS

Membership fees do not cover all of our
expenses. Please consider donating small or large - to LPS to help us with all
of our expenses and activities!!
All donations are tax-deductible.
LPS Mission
The Land Preservation Society of Norton,
Inc. was founded in 1970 “to protect
natural resources, to preserve natural
areas and historic sites, and provide open
space for the benefit of the general public;
to educate the public about the wise use
of natural resources; and to work with
other organizations having similar
purposes.”
We are a registered non-profit 501(c)3
organization and all contributions of
money and land are tax deductible to the
extent allowed by law. We have formally
subscribed to the Standards and Practices
set out by the Land Trust Alliance to
assure that land trusts act ethically and
abide by the best rules of governance.
Officers
President: Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky
Vice President: Daniel Murray
Secretary: Linda Kollett
Treasurer: David Henry
Past Presidents: Frances Shirley and Ann
Sears

See our webpage for
the full color version
of this newsletter.

_____ Individual

$10

_____ Life Member

_____ Family

$25

_____ I'm already a Life Member

Email:

_____ Donation $_______

Website: www.nortonlandpreservation.org

_____ Supporting $50

$300

Mail to: LPS of Norton, Inc. PO Box 204, Norton, MA 02766

CONTACT INFORMATION
LPSofNorton@comcast.net

~ Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky, May, 2017

