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SPOTLIGHT:

NORTON ECOLOGICAL SUCCESS STORY

What’s that Blob in the Water?
Bryozoans Found in the Norton Reservoir!
I grew up in coal country and was very familiar
with the “canary in the mine”. The canary was a socalled sentinel species, in this case more susceptible
to toxic gases than humans are. Used into the 1980s,
their death warned miners that the air was not good
to breathe.
Several sentinel species are found in the Norton
Reservoir, providing evidence that the water is clean
and healthy. Bryozoans, while not the most familiar,
fall into this category and will begin to appear in the
springtime and grow throughout the summer.
In the past the Norton Reservoir served as an
industrial reservoir. It is now owned by the Norton
Conservation Commission and is described on its
website. (https://www.nortonma.org/conservationcommission/pages/norton-lakes-and-ponds) Water
quality in the reservoir is still victim to water runoff
from local roads, but is much improved since the
construction of the Mansfield Waste Water
Treatment Plant and town sewage lines in Norton
Grove.
The reservoir bryozoans are probably
Pectinatella magnifica Leidy, which prefer slow

Join us for the
LPS and
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Annual Joint Meeting
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All are welcome at no charge!
Light refreshments!

moving productive water. They
appear as large gelatinous blobs but
are actually colonies of individual
invertebrate animals called zooids.
The colonies can reach the size of
footballs during the summer. They
reproduce sexually or by cloning, and
also produce statocysts which survive
drought and cold. Statocysts can
navigate to new locations to form new colonies when
conditions improve.
Bryozoans are filter feeders. Mucus on their
tentacles traps microscopic organisms and cilia
sweep them to the mouth. They like eutrophic, but
not contaminated water, and may in fact help to clear
water by ingesting algae and other organisms.
While they may not be a premiere indicator
species for clean water, their presence in the
reservoir indicates water of generally good quality,
thus they are acting as fresh water “canaries in the
mine.”
~Linda S. Kollett
For photos and a life cycle diagram, see:
https://nature.mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/bryozoans-mossanimals Missouri Department of Conservation
http://eol.org/pages/601031/overview Encyclopedia of Life
http://what-when-how.com What When How

Norton Premiere: Prof. John Kricher's
TV Show John's World of Birds
World renowned ornithologist, Dr. John
Kricher, has provided us with his video
presentation on Red-winged Blackbirds. John
describes the hidden life of a bird common to
the gardens and wetlands of Norton.
Norton Historical Society, 18 West Main St.
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Wheaton Student Interns: Making an Impact
The LPS Internships provide opportunities for Wheaton students to work with members of the LPS,
collecting data and using GPS technology to layout and map trails in the Woodward Forest and other
areas in Norton. Maps will be placed on the LPS website (http://nortonlandpreservation.org ) and
provide a digital foundation for ongoing conservation and ecologic studies by the Norton and Wheaton
communities.
Currently we have six interns, five of which are shown here. The sixth, Michael Daring, is currently
mapping rocks in New Zealand but will join us this summer. He is majoring in the Environmental
Science subset of Geoscience.

Xinyi, Aaron and Hannah talking to Ms Lee, one
of the presenters at the 2019 MassLand
Conservation Conference (MLCC).

Xinyi Liu (seen here on the right with Dan Murray and Phil Zawasky in the Woodward Forest,
April, 2016) is the first LPS intern, and this is her fourth year. Without her efforts we would
not have been able to develop the geospatial maps for the Woodward Forest. She is a member
of the Class of 2019 at Wheaton College where she majors in Mathematics and Physics. She
has plans to attend graduate school after Wheaton. She is also a wonderful pianist. Xinyi
joined the project because she has interest in developing skills in the collection and analysis of
geospatial data. An additional goal is learning how to design and implement complex projects,
including the mentoring of other students.
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Aaron Portanaova graduated from Wheaton in the Class of 2018 and is now
working for MKAS instruments in Franklin. He majored n Environmental
Science with the Geoscience subset, and has taken many courses in astronomy
and physics. This is his first year working on the project and he sees it as part
of his career development as he hopes to go to graduate school to do climaåte
change research. Unrelated but interesting, he goes barefoot most of the year!

Jiayi Yang is in the Class of 2019.
This is her second year as an intern.
She is a Studio Art major but has
taken many science and computer
science courses. He ultimate goal is
graduate school. Jiayi was looking
for a combined art and computer
science for her internship to see if
her skills could be applied to
environmental studies.

Hannah Greene is a first year intern in the Class of
2020. She is majoring in Environmental Science
subset of Biology with a minor in environmental
policy and health. She would like to get a Masters
degree in environmental health. Hannah was attracted
to the project to learn more about GIS and computer
mapping, both of which are Important for field work.
She is particularly interested in the utilization of
public land.

Alissa Carey is a member of the Class of 2021.
She is majoring in the Environmental Science
subset of Biology and Religion. As part of her
long-term commitment to environmental and
related ethical issues, she looks forward to
developing her digital mapping skills.
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2019 LPS Outstanding Achievement Award
Each year the Land Preservation Society presents the Outstanding Achievement Award to honor an individual or
individuals for their work to preserve ecosystems in Norton and make them accessible to all. We are proud, and
pleased, to announce that the 2019 Award is to be presented to Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky and Philip Zawasky.
Kathy served as president of the LPS for the last seven years, during which time her organizational and
computational skills enabled her to successfully lead the LPS at a critical time in its history. Phil has always been
available to work on the trails or policing the LPS’s holdings, no small task!
The LPS is a small organization with the ambitious goal of stewardship of 1000+ acres. Without Kathy’s
continual and time-consuming efforts towards the negotiation and acquisition of open space, much of that
conservation land might well have been lost to commercial development. But the shepherding of acquired
vulnerable acreage is only the beginning of the LPS’s commitment, as the preservation and development of the
land as a resource for Norton must be an ongoing maintenance effort. No worries, for Kathy and Phil have
always been there for LPS: to maintain trails, organize outreach activities, or negotiate with abutting landowners.
Their commitment to LPS over the years has been unwavering and has motivated us all to do all we can to insure
the continuation of the LPS as a major player in the future of Norton as a Green Community.

LPS extends BEST WISHES to Frances A. Shirley, longtime
former president of LPS. Frances is now at Wingate at
Norton, 184 Mansfield Ave, Norton, MA 02766
Membership and Dues Information
LPS is a registered 501(c)(3) exempt non-profit organization. Dues and
other donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
If you haven’t already filled out this form, please do so now and return
it so that we can update our records.
Note: We now accept dues payments and donations via PayPal, at our
web site www.nortonlandpreservation.org.
If you decide to use that payment method, we would appreciate your
filling out the form below and mailing it to us so that we may update
our records. We will acknowledge donations by letter.
Name:
___________________________________________
Address:
___________________________________________
Tel:
___________________________________________
Email:
___________________________________________
I prefer to receive the newsletter by email: ___Yes ___No

The Land Preservation Society of Norton, Inc. was
founded in 1970 “to protect natural resources, to
preserve natural areas and historic sites, and provide
open space for the benefit of the general public; to
educate the public about the wise use of natural
resources; and to work with other organizations having
similar purposes.”
We are a registered non-profit 501(c)3 organization
and all contributions of money and land are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.

2018-2019 Officers
President: Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky (2011-18)
Acting President: Daniel Murray
Secretary: Linda Kollett
Treasurer: David Henry
Past President: Frances Shirley
CONTACT INFORMATION
Email:

LPSofNorton@comcast.net

Website:

www.nortonlandpreservation.org
~~~~~

Please check all that apply:

A personal note:

_____ Individual

$10

_____ Life Member

_____ Family

$25

_____ I'm already a Life Member

_____ Supporting $50

LPS Mission

$300

_____ Donation $_______

Many thanks to the LPS Board of Directors and
many volunteers who made my tenure as president
of this great organization a privilege and honor. I
hope to be part of LPS forever! ~KEZ
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