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New Rain Garden Featuring Native Plants Graces Crane St.
In 2014, the LPS of Norton acquired over forty acres of land now known as the Crane Farm Nature
Preserve on Crane St. LPS collaborated with the Norton Conservation Agent, Jennifer Carlino, and The
Nature Conservancy in the project and a major MA LAND grant made the Nature Preserve a reality.
As part of that project, the Town of Norton maintains an easement on a section adjacent to Crane St.
The plan was to improve the quality of water draining into the Three Mile River. The project involved the
development of a stormwater treatment structure known as a rain garden by the edge of the road.
Overseen by the Norton Conservation Commission, in collaboration with The Nature Conservancy, the
project was recently completed. Native shrubs, grasses, flowering perennials and a few trees are now
growing in and around the rain garden providing an important environmental service to the area.

Join us for the LPS and
Norton Historical Society
Annual Joint Meeting
on Sunday, May 20, 2018
at 2 p.m.
Speaker: Prof. Betsey Dexter Dyer

The Unseen Diversity in the
Fields and Forests of Norton
Most naturalists appreciate the birds, insects,
mammals and plants of natural communities.
But few carry a microscope on a nature walk
to appreciate the vast microbial diversity in the
soils and waters. This short talk will feature a
few of the most obvious microbial field marks
that are visible to the naked eye and that might
be encountered, including: microbes of the
nitrogen cycle, microbes of iron bogs, and
microbes that make herbivory possible.
Norton Historical Society,
18 West Main St., Norton
All are welcome! Light refreshments!

Young plants are growing in the rain garden where runoff is
held, cleaned and allowed to flow slowly into the river. This
process helps to keep sand, sediments and pollutants from
contaminating the Three Mile River.

The Three Mile River is part of the Taunton River
watershed which was designated as a Federal Wild
and Scenic River and lies in an Area of Critical
Environmental Concern, so designated by the state.
LPS appreciates the foresight and efforts of the
Town Conservation Commission and its partners for
enhancing the area with this model solution for
protecting one of our scenic waterways.
~KEZ
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Selected LPS Nature Preserves in Norton: This map show
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ws the general area of some of our nature preserves.
This map can be downloaded from our website:
www.nortonlandpreservation.org
Numbered descriptions for specific locations and
other trail information is also online.
For example, here are descriptions of a few of our
most popular preserves:
2. The Henrich Woods and Johnson Woods are
entered from North Washington Street (across from
107 N. Washington) at an old railroad crossing
parking area. Signs for both preserves are there, and
a path leads through the Johnson Woods, past a
stone fence, and to a path to the left that leads
through the Henrich Woods to the Rumford River.
There are two vernal pools, a pine forest, high bush
blueberries and many other plant and tree species.
In spring please be careful of the toads that breed in
the pools. There is another entrance directly off the
old train railbed. Three trails are soon to be named
in memory of the Rich Family of Norton.
9. The Woodward Forest, our largest holding at
150 acres, is located between 4 and 5 Gateway Lane
off Old Taunton Avenue. Several cars can park in
the cul-de-sac. Enter at the steps beside the sign.
There are mixed woods, a small meadow, a branch
path leading along the Three-Mile River, a large
vernal pool on the orange trail, smaller wetlands, an
old cart path on the blue and white trail that passes
hemlocks and pines, and a variety of wetland and
upland plants. LPS continues to extend trails in this
preserve, including a trail connecting with the
Foster Refuge and one leading to a historic site.
Lockety Neck is at the convergence of the Wading
River and the Rumford River and is thought to be
the site of one of the last fights in King Philip’s
War around 1675.
~ Open to the public from dawn to dusk ~
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Why I Joined LPS

My husband, two kids, and I moved to Norton in 2014. We
initially chose the town for its convenience to work and to
my parents, and were very happy to learn about the land
conservation programs. Our home was built in 2004 and
includes 4 acres of conservation land which we are very
happy to own and to care for. Linda Kollett asked if I
might be interested in joining LPS and it seemed like a
great opportunity to get involved in the town’s conservation
activities.
In my professional life, I am a Product Steward for a
manufacturing company; essentially I ensure that the
company is complying with chemical and some of the
environmental regulations. I’m helping to build a
sustainability program and to educate the company on what
it means to be a good steward of our resources. Being a
member of the LPS helps to remind me of the important
impact that we have on the environment, and to keep my
perspective about the importance of maintaining the health
of the ecosystems in which we all live and work.
~Tamah Vest
Membership and Dues Information
LPS is a registered 501(c)(3) exempt non-profit organization. Dues and
other donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.
If you haven’t already filled out this form, please do so now and return
it so that we can update our records.
Note: We now accept dues payments and donations via PayPal, at our
web site www.nortonlandpreservation.org.
If you decide to use that payment method, we would appreciate your
filling out the form below and mailing it to us so that we may update
our records. We will acknowledge donations by letter.
Name:
___________________________________________
Address:
___________________________________________
Tel:
___________________________________________
Email:
___________________________________________
I prefer to receive the newsletter by email: ___Yes ___No

A sincere THANK YOU to the
Taunton River Stewardship Council
for awarding LPS a $2,000 grant to fund
the appraisal of a parcel of land we
hope to preserve in the near future!!

LPS Mission
The Land Preservation Society of Norton, Inc. was
founded in 1970 “to protect natural resources, to
preserve natural areas and historic sites, and
provide open space for the benefit of the general
public; to educate the public about the wise use of
natural resources; and to work with other
organizations having similar purposes.”
We are a registered non-profit 501(c)3 organization
and all contributions of money and land are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.
2017-2018 Officers
President: Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky
Vice President: Daniel Murray
Secretary: Linda Kollett
Treasurer: David Henry
Past Presidents: Frances Shirley and Ann Sears

See our webpage for
the full color version
of this newsletter.

Please check all that apply:
_____ Individual

$10

_____ Life Member

_____ Family

$25

_____ I'm already a Life Member

Email:

_____ Donation $_______

Website: www.nortonlandpreservation.org

_____ Supporting $50

$300

Mail to: LPS of Norton, Inc. PO Box 204, Norton, MA 02766

CONTACT INFORMATION
LPSofNorton@comcast.net

~ Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky, May, 2018

