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LPS Sets Goals for 2013
The Board of Directors recently decided to evaluate the
condition and walkability of some our preserves especially
those open to the public.
We produce a pamphlet called “Ten Places to Walk” which
describes the 250-acre Woodward Forest off Gateway Lane,
the Blueberry Knoll Woodlands off South Washington Street
and our original holdings along the Canoe River on Red Mill
Road.
Consequently, we have decided to work on several important
projects to help meet these goals:
1.Some preserves need to have the pathways cleared of
brush. We hope to interest scout groups and other civicA picuresque view of the old copperworks is there to
minded organizations to help.
enjoy at the L.A. Foster Wildlife Refuge
2.Several areas need better signage that clearly shows
boundaries and indicates that the land is private property
owned by the Land Presevation Society. It is our policy to allow the public to visit our preserves but we do
not allow hunting. We also do not allow motor vehicles of any kind. We strive to keep our land safe for
people, animals of all sorts and native plants.
3.We want to improve our maps by using GPS technology.
4.In addition, we plan to improve the information available
about LPS preserves so people can use our maps as guides.
We have quite a bit of information on our website and will
strive to keep it up-to-date and accurate. We also plan to
revise the “Ten Walks” document as we improve our maps
and website.
5.We hope in increase our membership, member
involvement and meeting attendance.
This is a pretty impressive list of goals for an all-volunteer
organization but it is work that helps the town of Norton to
retain its natural areas and some of its rural charm.
Please consider joining us!
UPCOMING BOARD MEETING
LPS Board of Directors Meeting
7:00 pm Thursday, March 28, 2013
Norton Historical Society, 18 West Main St .

!

LPS ANNUAL MEETING - ALL WELCOME!
Joint meeting with Norton Historical Society
Dinner at 6:30 Tuesday, May 21, 2013
Norton Historical Society, 18 West Main St
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Do You Hear Peepers and other Frogs?
Frog Watch USA is a citizen science program that
allows individuals and familites to learn about the
wetlands in their communities and help conserve
amphibians by reporting the calls of local frogs and
toads. After attending a training session, volunteers
are able to identify the calls of local frogs and toads.
Data about the frogs and the weather conditions are
then submitted online or by mail. It adds to the
growing database of information that scientists and
environmental policy makers can use to help develop
practical strategies for the conservation of these
important species.
Volunteers choose the site to monitor and count the
diﬀerent calls they hear over a three-minute period
(that is right - just 3 minutes!) after sunset at least
once a week.
Most volunteers do their counts in
March and April, but calls recorded
until the end of August add helpful
depth to the database.

How can you get trained? The AZA Association of
Zoos and Aquariums is overseeing FrogWatch USA
(www.aza.org/frogwatch/). There are two zoos in our
area that are oﬀering training sessions.
Roger Williams Park Zoo (www.rwpzoo.org) in
Providence is holding training for a $10 fee which
can include up to two adults and two children. The
dates are:
Saturday, March 16th, 10:00am - 12:30pm
Sunday, March 24th, 1:00pm - 3:30pm
Tuesday, April 2nd, 6:00pm - 8:30pm
Buttonwood Park Zoo (bpzoo.org/get-involved/
frogwatch-usa/) in New Bedford is oﬀering 2-part
volunteer trainings as follows:
Tuesday, February 19 2:00pm-4:00pm and
Saturday, March 2 1:00pm-3:00pm, or
Saturday, March 16 1:00pm-3:00pm and
Saturday, March 23 1:00pm-3:00pm
Both locations require registering in advance. For
more information see their websites.

LPS Receives Certificate of Appreciation

Valentine Family Land Donation

The Canoe River Aquifer Advisory Committee (see
CRAAC.org) recently celebrated its 25th
anniversary. Jon Rowe and Frances Shirley,
representatives from Norton, received a Certificate
of Appreciation for LPS in recognition and sincere
appreciation of outstanding support and dedication
to the success of the Canoe River Aquifer Advisory
Committee.

Just before the new year began, Gertrude B.
Valentine donated an 11+ acre parcel on Pleasant
St. The wooded lot has a well-established path
leading from Pleasant St. nearly to Crowe Farm
Lane. Larry Valentine, who facilitated the
donation, reminisced that everyone called the path
the “Indian Path” when he was growing up.

How to Make a Land Donation
LPS will accept open and uncontaminated land.
Donations are tax-deductible at the full
assessment of the land at the time of the
donation, as allowed by law.
LPS will pay the expenses associated with
drawing up a new deed.
If the donation is significant, the donor may have
the option of naming the property.

!

We plan to install a sign in the spring and evaluate
the land before deciding how to use it for
educational uses. This donation brings our total to
960 acres of preserved natural land.
The Land Preservation Society wishes to thank
Mrs. Valentine for her generosity. As an
incorporated land trust, LPS will be able to keep
this land natural and safeguard the habitat of the
animals and plants that live there. It provides
present and future Norton residents a pleasant and
peaceful bit of nature.
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Membership and Dues Information
LPS is a registered 501(c)(3) exempt non-profit organization so
dues and other donations are tax deductible to the extent allowed
by law. Join us if you can!
To all members: if you are able, please consider making an
additional donation to help support the mission of LPS.
If you haven’t already filled out this form, please do so
now and return it so that we can update our records. Also,
please consider receiving our newsletters via email to help reduce
printing and mailing costs.
Note: We now accept dues payments and donations via PayPal, at
our web site www.nortonlandpreservation.org. If you decide to
use that payment method, we would appreciate your filling out
the form below and mailing it to us so that we may update our
records and learn if you want to receive our newsletter by email
in the future.
Name:!
! ____________________________________________________
Address:
! ____________________________________________________
Tel: _________________ Email: __________________________
IMPORTANT:
I prefer to receive the newsletter by email: ___Yes

___No

Please check any of the following selections:

Individual

$5

Life $100

Family

$10

I’m already a Life Member

Supporting

$25

Donation: $______

Please return this form with your check payable to:
Land Preservation Society of Norton (or LPS) and mail
to:!
LPS of Norton,
PO Box 204,
Norton, MA 02766

Ecological Assessment and
Survey of the Medeiros Family
Wildlife Preserve: Progress
Report
In his draft report, Steve Landry has
has provided basic information about
the hapitat types and biota of the
Medeiros Family Wildlife Preseve and
defined the various resources of the
property.
His document will serve as a baseline
to assist LPS with future planning and
stewardship, and allow some
understanding of the changes to the
environment and preperty over time.
Steve took on the study as a public
service project while working on an
Advanced Certificate in Native Plant
Studies with the New England Wild
Flower Society. He compiled a list of
194 species on the site and two critical
assessments.
The first focuses on how this piece of
land fits into the larger preserved
landscape, because the back third of it
is classified as priority habitat by the
state Natural Heritage Program. The
second outlines threats to the
property given the power-line
easement that opens the site to
invasive plants such as glossy
buckthorn.
Steve will be meeting with LPS
members on April 27th at the preserve
to lead a walk through its four
habitats, do invasive plant
identification and describe his
recomendations.
The walk will begin at 9 a.m and last
3-4 hours. Later events will planned
on the site for the public.
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SPOTLIGHT:
BLUEBERRY KNOLL WOODLANDS
Late last fall we took a walk in the Blueberry
Knoll Woodlands for the firt time and
discovered what a wonderful little place this is.
The wide dirt road is an easy walk in the
woods. It would even be easy to take a baby in a
stroller on a walk there. It would be an ideal
place to walk a dog, too, because the far end is
fenced in where it parallels Route 495.
The road leads through 46 acres of wet and
dry woods, mixed trees, shrubs, mosses and
other plants until it reaches a detention pond
planted with native wetland plants. There are
cart paths that lead oﬀ the road that are
narrower, of course, but very pretty if you are in
the mood for a little exploration.

Blueberry Knoll offers an easy and pleasant walk in the
woods any time of the year. This picture, taken in the
fall, shows the flat open dirt road that invites families to
enjoy a little fresh air and time with nature.

(Location: Stanley Rd. oﬀ So. Washington, St.,
Parking: at the entrance gate on Stanley Rd.)

The Tricentennial Park Update
Before you know it, spring will be here and it will
be time to spruce up the Tricentennial Park. This
year we plan to install bricks at each bench and to
add more plantings.
Order forms for
personalized bricks are
available at Haskin’s
Pharmacy and at the
LPS website.
4x4 inch bricks are $50
8x4 inch bricks are $100

See: www.nortonlandpreservation.org/
Contact Kathy Zawasky zawasky@comcast.net if
you are interested in volunteering at the park or
would like an order form emailed directly to you.

LPS Mission
The Land Preservation Society was founded in
1970 “to protect natural resources, to preserve
natural areas and historic sites, and provide open
space for the benefit of the general public; to
educate the public about the wise use of natural
resources; and to work with other organizations
having similar purposes.”
We are a registered non-profit 501(c)3 organization
and all contributions of money and land are tax
deductible to the extent allowed by law.
We have formally subscribed to the Standards and
Practices set out by the Land Trust Alliance to
assure that land trusts act ethically and abide by
the best rules of governance.
Oﬃcers
President: Kathleen Ebert-Zawasky
Vice President: Daniel Murray
Secretary: Linda Kollett
Treasurer: Jonathan Rowe
Past Presidents: Frances Shirley and Ann Sears
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